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J. K. Rowling

 “…Rowling was born to Peter James Rowling, a Rolls-Royce aircraft
engineer, and Anne Rowling (née Volant), on 31 July 1965 in Yate,
Gloucestershire, England. Her mother Anne was half-French and half-
Scottish. Her parents first met on a train departing from King's Cross
Station bound for Arbroath in 1964. They married on 14 March 1965.
Her mother's maternal grandfather, Dugald Campbell, was born in
Lamlash on the Isle of Arran. Her mother's paternal grandfather, Louis
Volant, was awarded the Croix de Guerre for exceptional bravery in
defending the village of Courcelles-le-Comte during the First World
War…”

“…In May 2007, Rowling pledged a donation reported as over £250,000 or over $495,000 to a reward
fund started by the tabloid News of the World for the safe return of a young British girl, Madeleine
McCann, who disappeared in Portugal. Rowling, along with Nelson Mandela, Al Gore, and Alan
Greenspan, wrote an introduction to a collection of Gordon Brown's speeches, the proceeds of which
are donated to the Jennifer Brown Research Laboratory.”
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